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StreetSquash provides consistent, long-term and reliable support to  
the children, families and schools in Harlem. By exposing these children 
to a broad range of experiences and by maintaining the highest standards, 
StreetSquash aims to help each child realize his or her academic and 
personal potential.

Mission
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If you’ve ever visited StreetSquash and seen the stu-
dents in the classrooms and on the courts, it’s pretty 
easy to be swept up in positive feelings; children 
studying hard, competing on court and supporting 
one another. You see staff pushing kids to be their 
best, volunteers giving their time and energy to make 
a difference, and families taking advantage of the 
many resources StreetSquash has to offer. Put  
simply, it is easy to fall in love with the program. 

Simply feeling good about the work we are doing, 
however, is not enough. How do we determine if we 
are in fact making a concrete impact on our stu-
dents’ lives and meeting the outcomes we hope to 
achieve? Are they graduating high school, going to 
college and earning a degree at meaningfully higher 
rates than their peers? Is StreetSquash spending its 
resources in the most efficient way possible? Are 
we well positioned for the long term? How can we 
impact more students? 

These are the questions that keep us up at night and 
motivate everyone on the StreetSquash team to keep 
working to be better. While there is always room 
for improvement, we are deeply proud of what we, 
together, have achieved over the last 18 years.  

Results 
StreetSquash students are achieving academic suc-
cess at a significantly higher rate than their peers. 
While 100% of StreetSquash participants graduate 
from high school, 71% of their classmates from the 
same schools graduate. In terms of college matricu-
lation, 96% of StreetSquash students enroll in college, 
compared to 60% from their peer group.  

Of StreetSquash alumni, 85% have graduated college 
or are on track to do so, compared with the national 
average of 14% from the same demographic  
(2016 study from the National Center for  
Education Statistics).

In other words, a 6th grade student who enters 
StreetSquash is 10 times more likely to earn a college 
degree than his or her peers from the same middle 
school. And, as countless studies have shown, there 
is great economic advantage to having a college 
degree; the pay gap between college graduates and 
everyone else is at an all time high, where those with 
a 4-year college degree earned 98% more an hour 
on average in 2013 than those without a degree. (Is 
College Worth it? Clearly New Data Say., New York 
Times, May 27, 2014)

Efficiency 
We understand that when people make a donation  
to StreetSquash, they expect that the bulk of their  
dollars will go towards supporting children and 
young adults, rather than on administrative costs.  
We work diligently to keep our fundraising costs 
down; for this year’s StreetSquash Cup, we raised  
$1.1 million, spending only 2.7% of the dollars raised 
on event expenses.

Sustainability 
StreetSquash has forever been about long-term 
work and commitment to all our participants. With 
a $9 million permanent facility in Harlem, we have 
become an important fixture in this community.  
In order to remain a stable and responsive  
organization, StreetSquash needs to be on solid 

financial footing. We rely on the generosity of our 
donors and foundations who are aligned with our 
mission and trust StreetSquash to deliver great out-
comes. We are humbled by and grateful for  
that support.  

While the numbers are impressive, we invite you 
to take a moment to read about the hard working 
students and families who are behind the numbers; 
the students who are improving their grades, leading 
their peers and serving their community, the alumni 
who are thriving with the guidance, support and re-
sources of our alumni staff, and the families who are 
gaining a support system from our community here 
at StreetSquash. We are grateful for all of the support 
that we have received this year, and look forward to 
continuing to share our success with everyone who 
makes this work possible.
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George Polsky
Executive Director

Mitch Truwit
Board Chair

Dear Friends, 

With appreciation, 

Mitch Truwit (left) with Terrance Rose, Hobart & William Smith,  
Class of 2018 (center), and Executive Director, George Polsky (right).
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53% GIRLS 47% BOYS

100% 

60% 
FIRST GENERATION
COLLEGE STUDENTS

22% 
STUDENTS WHO
SPEAK ENGLISH 
AS A SECOND 
LANGUAGE

82% 
QUALIFY FOR FREE
OR REDUCED-PRICE 
LUNCH

BLACK LATINO MULTIRACIAL ASIAN

OF SENIORS GRADUATE 
FROM HIGH SCHOOL

96% 
OF STUDENTS
GO TO COLLEGE

86% 
OF COLLEGE STUDENTS REMAIN 
ON TRACK TO GRADUATE

STREETSQUASH BY THE NUMBERS
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•	 8 ASB Squash Courts
•	 4 Classrooms
•	 Library
•	 Administrative Offices

•	 Academics
•	 Squash
•	 College Prep
•	 Alumni Support

•	 Community Service
•	 Social Work
•	 Leadership Development
•	 Summer Program

SL GREEN STREETSQUASH CENTER

StreetSquash programs  
operate for 35 weeks  
throughout the school  
year and ten weeks  
during the summer.

PROGRAM OVERVIEW



Cindy, Ashley, Kouri, Djeneba 
Frederick Douglass Academy II Graduation, June 2016
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“Our best and brightest  
students most often come  

from StreetSquash.” 
Osei Owusu-Afriyie,   
Frederick Douglass  

Academy II, Principal

PARTNERSHIP DURATIONS
Thurgood Marshall Academy................................................................ 17 YEARS
Frederick Douglass Academy II ............................................................10 YEARS
The Young Women’s Leadership School of East Harlem.................5 YEARS
Opportunity Charter School ...................................................................  4 YEARS  

SCHOOL PARTNERS
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All students in grades 6 - 12 participate in a minimum of 3 hours  
of academics and squash at least 3 times a week.
Academics:
•	 Individual tutoring &  
	 academic support
•	 Homework help & development  
	 of study skills 
•	 ELA, STEM & social-emotional 		
	 enrichment

Squash:
•	 Squash practice focused on 			
	 improving skills and tactics 
•	 Competition with local schools 		
	 & NUSEA programs 
•	 Participation in U.S. Squash-		
	 sanctioned tournaments
•	 Rigorous fitness incorporated into  
	 daily sessions

Leadership 
Development:
•	 Student Leadership Council 
•	 Peer Mentoring 
•	 Volunteer opportunities in middle  
	 school sessions

Community  
Service:
•	 Service-learning projects
•	 Student-led events committed to  
	 serving the community

ATTENDANCE

RETENTION

IMPROVEMENT

Prgram-wide
attendance for
the ‘15 - ’16
school year

Class of 2016
completed 4+ years
in the program

Incoming students
maintained or
improved their fitness
on a Pacer Test

Incoming students
maintained or
improved their grades
in core classes

84%

85%

96%

90%

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM & RESULTS



Kiran ‘17 tackling trigonometry  
in her academic session.

Habibatou ‘22 adjusting her  
forehand grip with the help  

of Squash Coordinator, Katiria.

Bryttany ‘17 lending a helping  
hand at the Rebuilding Together 
NYC community service  
project on Staten Island, where  
30 StreetSquash participants 
helped rebuild community gardens 
destroyed in Hurricane Sandy. 

Emma ‘16 building her leadership skills  
as she helps referee a middle school  
squash tournament.
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StreetSquash students 
performed 1,082 hours of 

community service during  
the 2015 - 2016 school year. 

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM & RESULTS



Cerina and Tindakay, Class of 2019
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StreetSquash students 
toured 30 colleges  
in the 2015 - 2016 
school year.
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Tindakay joined StreetSquash in 
September 2014. “My first day I met my 
academic and squash directors and they 

were so nice and welcoming. I wanted to come 
back every single day, as much as I could.” 
Despite describing herself as quiet and shy, 
Tindakay felt right at home.  

Tindakay’s first year at StreetSquash she 
remained somewhat reserved. She participated 
when asked, but would rarely take initiative 
to get involved in opportunities outside of her 
regular academic and squash sessions.

As Tindakay began her second year in the 
program, she participated in a goal-setting 
meeting with her academic and squash 
directors. They asked her about her goals for 
the future in the program and beyond, and how 
StreetSquash could help her accomplish these 
goals. Tindakay said she wanted to improve 
her self-confidence. She wanted to speak up 
more, meet new people, and expand  
her horizons. 

Following the meeting, Tindakay’s involvement 
improved and her participation expanded 
across the board. “I realized that the more I 
come here, the more I will get out of it.” Beyond 
attending her academic, squash and college 
prep sessions 4 times a week, she began to 
come on her “off” days for peer mentoring, 
volunteering and leadership opportunities. 

In an effort to improve her self-confidence 
and reach her personal goal to speak out more, 
Tindakay ran for the secretary position on the 
Student Leadership Council. Tindakay stayed 
up all night writing and practicing her speech 
to the members of SLC, who would vote to elect 
the secretary. 

Tindakay was among five StreetSquash 
students to run for the position, and ultimately 
did not win. Rather than being discouraged, 
Tindakay immediately offered to stay involved. 
“I told them if they ever need help with 
anything that I am here,” she recalled. 

Tindakay also serves as a mentor for her 
StreetSquash mentee, Roche, Class of 2022. 
“I love her so much,” Tindakay raved. “I try to 
visit her in her academic sessions and squash 
sessions at least once a week. I help her with 
her homework or on court. I just love to  
help people.” 

In addition to becoming more outgoing, 
Tindakay set another goal for herself at 
StreetSquash: to receive the StreetSquasher 
of the Year award at the annual End of the 
Year Awards Ceremony. This award is given 
to a student who takes advantage of all 
opportunities, and who best embodies the 
qualities valued at StreetSquash: leadership, 
sportsmanship, teamwork, generosity and 
concern for others.

With this new goal in mind, Tindakay signed 
up for every opportunity - squash, academic, 
college prep, community service - with 
eagerness and an incredibly positive and 
resilient attitude. She challenged herself at 
StreetSquash, not letting distractions get in 
the way of learning new skills and giving her 
best effort. In June, at the end of her second 
year in the program, Tindakay stood in front of 
her family, peers and StreetSquash staff as her 
name was announced as the StreetSquasher of 
the Year.  “It was the most proud I have  
ever been.” 

The qualities that make Tindakay the 
wonderful person she is would endure with 
or without the help of StreetSquash. What 
makes Tindakay’s story noteworthy, is that 
StreetSquash provided a catalyst for Tindakay 
to grow, to set goals, to give back, and to expand 
her horizons. StreetSquash is a place where 
Tindakay, and hundreds of other participants, 
can and will achieve their full potential. 

TINDAKAY, CLASS OF 2019
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Weekly Sessions: 
All students in grades 9 - 10 
participate in a minimum of 
75 minutes of college prep per 
week. All students in grades  
11 - 12 participate in a  
minimum of 120 minutes  
of college prep per week. 

Standardized  
Test Prep: 
StreetSquash provides 
intensive, individualized  
ACT preparation for all 11th 
grade students.

College Visits: 
Every year StreetSquash 
participants tour a range of 
colleges throughout New York 
State and the Northeast.

College Prep 
Mentors: 
In 12th grade, each StreetSquash 
participant is paired with a 
College Prep Mentor. Each pair 
meets weekly with students 
to support their college 
applications.

College Guidance: 
Participants and their families 
receive individualized support 
to build a college list, apply to  
a wide range of schools, 
complete financial aid 
applications, and choose the 
school that is the best fit.

High School Graduation and College Matriculation Statistics

COLLEGE
MATRICULATION

HIGH SCHOOL
GRADUATION

0 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 110 120

Partner Schools

PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS

Bourough StreetSquash

CLASS OF 2017 improved by 
more than 1 point from their 
practice ACT to their final ACT; 
more than the national average

89%

COLLEGE ACCESS PROGRAM & RESULTS



Senior Academic Director, Tai Garcia, 
with Joetta, Class of 2016, at the  
Thurgood Marshall Academy  
graduation, after six years of  
working together at StreetSquash. S T R E E T S Q U A S H  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 6 13

The class of 2016, with  
26 seniors, was the largest 

graduating class in
StreetSquash history.

COLLEGE ACCESS PROGRAM & RESULTS



Djeneba Ballo   
Hobart & William Smith  

Colleges, Class of 2020
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SIXTH GRADE
October 2009:  Djeneba embarks on her first day at 
StreetSquash, after learning of the program from older sister, 
Mawa, StreetSquash ‘14.

December 2009: After an eight-week long try-out period, 
Djeneba makes the team!

June 2010: Djeneba participates in her first-ever tournament at 
Urban Individual Nationals hosted at Williams College.

SEVENTH GRADE
September 2010: Djeneba is nominated by her peers as Team 
Captain of her 7th grade team.   

June 2011: Djeneba receives the StreetSquasher of the year 
award, the most coveted award given at StreetSquash, for 
her commitment to leadership and sportsmanship, and for 
maximizing potential in all program areas.

100% of students  
who graduated in June 
2016 matriculated  
to college. 



S T R E E T S Q U A S H  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 6 15

DJENEBA, CLASS OF 2016

EIGHTH GRADE:
June 2012: Djeneba receives the Attendance 
Award for maintaining 95% attendance at 
StreetSquash and showing up with a positive 
attitude!

July 2012: Djeneba participates in  
the Phillips Exeter Academy Summer School 
program for eight weeks.

TENTH GRADE:
November 2013: Djeneba and her teammates place first in 
their division at Howe Cup, the largest women’s squash 
event in the United States.

March 2014: Djeneba attends her first College Prep trip 
where she and 15 other StreetSquashers visit Wesleyan 
University, Hampshire College, Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute, and the College of the Holy Cross.

July 2014: Djeneba attends BP Universal Squash Camp, 
an intensive, three-week long training camp in England. 

NINTH GRADE:
October 2012: Djeneba volunteers at the 
Breast Cancer Walk with her teammates, 
marking one of many community service 
projects performed during her time at 
StreetSquash.

June 2013: Djeneba receives the Squash 
Achievement Award for her commitment to 
squash and continuous desire to improve  
her game.

ELEVENTH GRADE:
September 2014: Djeneba is nominated by her peers to  
Co-Chair the StreetSquash Student Leadership Council, 
granting her the responsibility to govern the entire council.

April 2015: After six months of ACT prep,  
Djeneba takes her first ACT.

Djeneba helps lead Global Youth Service Day, a  
student-organized event for participants and community 
members to perform service at the StreetSquash Center.

July 2015: Djeneba attends Brown University for a  
rigorous pre-college program.

TWELFTH GRADE:
January 2016: Djeneba places first in the Girls 
Under 19 division at Urban Team Nationals, 
hosted at Harvard and Northeastern 
Universities in Boston.  

March 2016: Djeneba is accepted to Hobart 
and William Smith Colleges, Ithaca College, 
University at Albany, SUNY New Paltz, 
Lehman College, and Borough of  
Manhattan Community College.

June 2016: Djeneba receives the Urban 
Squasher of the Year Award at Urban 
Individual Nationals, awarded to one female 
senior and one male senior from across the 
urban squash programs who represents 
integrity, hard work, sportsmanship, curiosity, 
generosity, leadership, and concern for others.  

Djeneba graduates from Frederick Douglass 
Academy II as valedictorian of her class.

August 2016: Djeneba leaves for Hobart and 
William Smith Colleges, where she will go on 
to play squash and begin her college career.
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Alfred University

Bay Path University

Bowie State University

Clark Atlanta University

Clarkson University

College of Mount  
St. Vincent 

College of St . Rose

Dickinson College

Dowling College

Drexel University 

Elon University 

George Washington University

Hartwick College

Hampton University

Hobart and William 
Smith Colleges - HEOP 

Howard University

Iona College

Ithaca College

Marist College

Monroe College

Mount Holyoke College

North Carolina A&T  
State University

Penn State Harrisburg

Russell Sage College

Quinnipiac University

Simmons College

St. Lawrence University  
- HEOP

Syracuse University

Wells College

Mercy College

Utica College

Vanderbilt University 	
Posse Foundation Scholar

University at Albany-SUNY

Alfred State College - SUNY

The College at Brockport - SUNY

SUNY Buffalo State

SUNY at Cortland

SUNY Delhi CC

SUNY at Fredonia

SUNY Geneseo

Morrisville State College - SUNY

SUNY Oneonta

SUNY New Paltz

Onondaga CC - SUNY

SUNY at Oswego

SUNY Plattsburgh

SUNY Potsdam

SUNY Purchase College - EOP

Stony Brook University 
- SUNY EOP

Borough of Manhattan CC - CUNY

Brooklyn College - CUNY

City College - CUNY

City Tech - CUNY

Guttman CC - CUNY

Hostos CC - CUNY

Hunter College - CUNY

John Jay College - CUNY

Medgar Evers College - CUNY

 LaGuardia CC - CUNY

Lehman College - CUNY

Class of 2016  
College Acceptances

100% of all first-year,  
senior, and transfer students  
were visited on campus  
by alumni support staff.

COLLEGE SUCCESS AND ALUMNI SUPPORT PROGRAM & RESULTS



Nakayla, Class of 2017, with  
Nick Matthew, 3-time World Champion  
and StreetSquash Ambassador.
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“StreetSquash has given me the tools 
to succeed in college and in life. They 

have taught me how to network and make 
connections, many of which have started just 

by saying, ‘I play squash too!’ I have learned so 
much from the people that work there and can 

undoubtedly say they have helped shape me  
into the person that I am today.”

Elhadji, Class of 2014, Trinity College, Class of 2018



Igor and Daniel Ramirez
SUNY New Paltz

Class of 2018 & Class of 2020

Daniel and Igor Ramirez, 
Urban Individual Nationals,
Williams College
June 2011
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Eight alumni competed on the 
varsity squash teams at their 
colleges and universities during 
the 2015 - 2016 season, two of 
whom served as captains. 
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Daniel Ramirez joined StreetSquash 
in 2008, as a 7th grader attending 
partner school Thurgood Marshall 

Academy. Now a junior at SUNY New Paltz, 
Daniel continues to emerge as a leader and 
aspiring professional, taking advantage of 
every opportunity possible. “There are so 
many different aspects of StreetSquash that 
are valuable,” Daniel says, “but it is all of the 
different components combined that makes 
StreetSquash the wonderful program it  
is today.” 

Throughout Daniel’s time at StreetSquash, he 
consistently exemplified the characteristics 
of a responsible young man who understood 
the importance of hard work. Daniel’s 
driven attitude allowed him to thrive at 
StreetSquash, where he was given the space 
and support to excel in school and beyond.  “I 
always took full advantage of my academic 

sessions,” Daniel explains, “StreetSquash was 
the only place where I could truly focus on 
my work.” 

Since graduating from high school, Daniel 
has remained a vibrant student who stays 
connected to StreetSquash as an active 
member of the alumni network. During 
school breaks, Daniel regularly returns 
to StreetSquash to speak in college prep 
sessions, and to share his experience with 
current high school students.  “I love the 
family environment at StreetSquash. I 
always feel at home when I visit the building; 
whether it was in high school when I was a 
participant, or even now as an alum of the 
program, StreetSquash feels like home.”

Last spring, Daniel reached out to 
StreetSquash to talk about his interest in 
Psychology, and asked for guidance on how 

he could pursue a career in this field. Daniel 
was connected with a friend of StreetSquash, 
a professor at City College of New York, who 
invited Daniel to work in the Psychology 
Center for the summer. With the help of the 
StreetSquash Internship Stipend, Daniel 
was able to work in this placement full-time 
during the summer months, and to take 
on additional projects such as developing a 
proposal for a Sports Psychology extension 
for their Clinical Psychology PhD program.  

This fall, Daniel’s brother, Igor, joined him at 
SUNY New Paltz. StreetSquash is pleased 
to continue to support the Ramirez brothers 
as they navigate through college, and looks 
forward to Daniel and Igor’s next milestone, 
college graduation, in 2018 and 2020 
respectively. 

•	 Joined StreetSquash July 2008

•	 Graduated from Thurgood Marshall Academy for 			
	 Learning and Social Change, June 2014

•	 Matriculated to SUNY New Paltz - EOP Program 			 
	 September 2014

•	 Captained the StreetSquash team at the Alumni  
	 National Tournament, August 2015

•	 Attended NUSEA Professional Skills Bootcamp, Spring 2016

•	 Interned at City College of New York, Psychology 	Center, 		
	 through the StreetSquash Summer Internship Stipend,  
	 Summer 2016

Daniel Ramirez  
	

DANIEL, CLASS OF 2014
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Fashion  
& Retail:
•	 Sephora
•	 Vera Wang
•	 CVS
•	 Trader Joe’s
•	 Duane Reade
•	 Impala, Inc. 

Finance &  
Engineering:
•	 Birch Grove Capital
•	 General Electric 

Entertainment:
•	 CBS
•	 Game Show Network
•	 Independent Film  
	 Production

Medicine:
•	 Montefiore Einstein Center  
	 for Heart and Vascular Care
•	 United Cerebral Palsy

S T R E E T S Q U A S H  A L U M N I  G A I N  E M P L O Y M E N T  &  E X P E R I E N C E 
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Non-Profit:
•	 Harlem Children’s Zone
•	 Donors Choose
•	 Children’s Aid Society
•	 Dream Charter School
•	 StreetSquash Newark
•	 New York Botanical Garden
•	 CitySquash
•	 NUSEA
•	 Teach for America

Government & Law:
•	 Seyfarth Shaw LLP 
•	 U.S. Department of State
•	 NYC Department of Parks  
	 and Recreation
•	 Environmental Defense Fund 
•	 NYPD 
•	 The Office of Senator  
	 Kirsten Gillibrand 
•	 NYC Department of Education 
•	 U.S. Military 
•	 N.Y. State Supreme Court 

Construction &  
Real Estate:
•	 Delta Sheet Metal
•	 Magnum Real Estate Group
•	 Hill International, Inc

S T R E E T S Q U A S H  A L U M N I  G A I N  E M P L O Y M E N T  &  E X P E R I E N C E 
Information 
Technology:
•	 Google
•	 Mason Interactive
•	 Locus Analytics
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Student Support
Individual and Group Counseling: 
Support for current students and alumni, focusing 
on healthy relationships, identity, leadership, race, 
sexuality, and social emotional support

School Support & IEP Review: 
Focused action planning for each student,  
especially for those who are not on track for 
graduation or who have special learning needs

Health Education: 
Monthly health workshops focusing on sex 
education, nutrition, and body awareness

Conflict Prevention: 
Skill-building related to de-escalating techniques 
and improving emotional intelligence

Family Engagement
Family Leadership Board: 
Monthly meetings for caregivers to learn about 
StreetSquash events and activities

Parent Journey: 
Semester-long group focused on helping caregivers 
build stronger families by developing life skills and 
a network of resources they need to succeed

Family Support: 
Ongoing access to community partners in the areas 
of health, housing and financial support

25% of StreetSquash  
students received individual  
weekly counseling and 113  
students participated in  
weekly social work groups. 

SOCIAL WORK PROGRAM & RESULTS



Kyrell ‘16, Joetta ‘16, Harriet ‘17, Alixandi ‘16 
Urban Individual Nationals, Amherst College
June 2016 S T R E E T S Q U A S H  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 6 23

“StreetSquash provided a supportive  
and safe environment that fostered learning 

and self respect. They opened doors and 
provided opportunity to flourish.  They offered 
memories to last a lifetime. They are so  much 

more than just a place that teaches squash.”  
-Sherry Quarless-Antoine, Parent of Khala ‘16
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Ren Murrell, StreetSquash Parent
Ryan, Class of 2019, Opportunity Charter School

Raya, Class of 2021, New Design Middle School

33 parents have completed  
Parent Journey, a 12-week  
long group for caregivers  
of StreetSquash.
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Ren Murrell first learned of 
StreetSquash when her son, Ryan, 
came home from Opportunity Charter 

School with an application to enroll in  
the program.  

“Absolutely not,” Ren told Ryan, “you’re  
not doing it.”

Ren had her reservations about the program. 
She didn’t know the neighborhood well and 
she didn’t want Ryan walking home alone at 
night. Soon after her conversation with Ryan, 
however, Ren received a phone call from RJ 
Keating, the Squash Director for the 7th and 
8th grade teams at StreetSquash. “He made a 
promise to me. He told me that Ryan is going 
to love the program and that he will be safe 
there,” Ren explained. The following day Ryan 
had his first practice at StreetSquash, and the 
rest is history.

“StreetSquash is like a family to us,” Ren 
says. Ryan, who has been in the program for 
four years, and her daughter, Raya, who has 
been a participant for two years, come to the 
StreetSquash Center at least four  
days a week.

“I love playing squash. I never want to stop,”  
Ryan says.

“Me too,” says Raya, “and I love all my  
friends here.”

When Ryan and Raya aren’t with their friends 
on the squash courts, they can be found in 
the classrooms, working on their homework 
and preparing for their futures ahead.

“StreetSquash is a huge help with my 
homework,” says Ryan. “I never felt 
comfortable asking questions in school. It’s 
different at StreetSquash, I can ask for help 
with my homework or when I’m studying 
for a test. I get so much support from my 
academic sessions.”

In addition to bi-weekly academic sessions, 
Ryan attends a weekly college prep session, 
mandatory for all high school participants. 
“I’ve already learned so much about college, 
things I never would have known about 
without StreetSquash. I learned about CUNY 
schools and SUNY schools, how to get into 
college, and what you need to do to apply  
to college.”

Ryan will continue his weekly college prep 
sessions throughout high school, as will Raya 
once she enters her freshman year. They will 
apply to college, they will receive acceptance 
to college, they will enroll in college, and they 
will graduate from college, all with the help 
and guidance of StreetSquash staff along  
the way.

Ryan and Raya are not the only ones who 
benefit from the program; Ren is also 
an active member of the StreetSquash 
community. She has twice participated 
in Parent Journey, a weekly group run by 
the Senior Director of Social Work. She 
attends monthly Family Leadership Board 
meetings, she comes to tournaments, and she 
constantly supports her children, all while 
pursuing her Master’s degree from  
John Jay College of Criminal Justice.

“Parent Journey is a safe haven. It is my 
sanctuary,” says Ren. “We talk, we laugh, we 
cry. I make new friends and we network; they 
help me, I help them in return. It is a true 
support system.”

Now, Ren laughs when she recalls that 
moment many years ago when she told Ryan 
she wouldn’t let him attend StreetSquash. 
“I had my doubts in the beginning, and now 
every day since then I thank god I signed 
my name,” she says. “At StreetSquash they 
learn, they have fun, they go on trips, they 
receive scholarships. I’m so happy they have 
somewhere to be. They could be in the streets, 
but instead they are here, at StreetSquash, 
staying safe, busy and happy, and for that, I 
am grateful.”

A STREETSQUASH FAMILY: REN, RYAN AND RAYA
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Summer 2016 Camps, Programs & Service
Camp Herrlich
Camp Dudley
Camp Songadeewin
Lawrenceville Summer School
Taft Summer School

Phillips Exeter Academy  
Summer School
Columbia University
University of Rochester
Syracuse University

Duke University
Cornell University
NUSEA Citizenship Tour
Stanford Squad
University of Virginia Squad

Deerfield Academy Squad
BP University England  
Squash Camp
SquashSmarts Embrace Camp
SquashWise Exchange

Chucktown Exchange
Impact360 Exchange
Squash Urbano - Colombia

Pre-College Programs:
On-campus academic programs at leading educational 
institutions including Columbia University, Brown University, 
Duke University and Syracuse University

Sleep-Away Camps:
Opportunity to meet new people, form new relationships, 
and build leadership skills at camps like Camp Dudley, Camp 
Herrlich, and The Fresh Air Fund

Squash Camps:
Intensive squash training programs at colleges and private 
schools with top-level junior players and coaches at schools 
such as Deerfield Academy, University of Virginia and 
Williams College

Urban Squash Exchanges:
Volunteer opportunities at NUSEA programs across the 
country while benefitting from a chance to explore a new city, 
including Denver, Charleston, and Baltimore

Overseas Travel: 
Squash and community service trips to countries like 
England, Italy, Guatemala, Nicaragua and Colombia

75 StreetSquash students
participated in summer
opportunities around 
the world.

SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES
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“This summer I went to Cornell University  
and took a three week introductory course on 

veterinary medicine. I learned so much and 
realized that being a veterinarian is something 

I feel passionate about pursuing, and have the 
ability to do so. This program definitely helped 

me by giving me a taste of what my  
academic future will look like.” 

 - Jonathan, Class of 2017
Geraldo and Suejona, Class of 2019 
Exeter Summer Program, 
July - August 2016

Earl, Class of 2016
Cartagena, Colombia, Service Trip
July 2016

Jade, Class of 2019 (third from right)
NBC Nightly News with Lester Holt
NUSEA Citizenship Tour, July 2016
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“It is a thrill to watch students  
realize how good they might become if  
they keep working hard every time they  
step on the court. I love the look in a student’s 
eye when he or she is hooked on the feeling of 
self-improvement and they just can’t wait to hop 
on the court and test out how far they’ve come.”  
-Steve Sweeting, Volunteer, 5 years

StreetSquash Volunteer, Steve Sweeting,  
on court with Promise and Michele, Class of 2022
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StreetSquash Newark was founded in 
2012, as a sister program to StreetSquash Harlem. 
Now serving 52 students in 4 grades, StreetSquash 
Newark runs sessions at the Newark Y and the 
YMCA of Montclair. StreetSquash Newark partners 
with two schools: Eagle Academy for Young Men, 
and University High School. 

While StreetSquash Newark is still young, 
over time, students and families involved in 
StreetSquash will become change agents within 
their neighborhoods, schools, and beyond. In the 
short term, students will be involved in productive, 
active endeavors, in which their horizons are 
strategically expanded. A college degree will 
become not an option but a reality, and, as an 

effect, students will make a more significant 
investment in their immediate academic pursuits.
StreetSquash Newark has two proud StreetSquash 
Harlem alumni on staff, Taralyn Hardwell-
Gonzalez ‘05 and Joshua Gary ‘09. We look forward 
to continuing to move forward with StreetSquash 
Newark, as they grow to make an even more 
significant impact on the Newark community.

STREETSQUASH NEWARK
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George Polsky 
StreetSquash Founder &  
Executive Director

Sareen Pearl 
Program Director

Susan Polsky 
Managing Director,  
Finance and Administration

Katie Siegel 
Director of Operations

Will Campo 
Squash Coordinator,  
Teams 2 & 3

Nnemoma Chukwumerije 
Academic Coordinator,  
Teams 6 & 7

Sasha Diamond-Lenow 
Senior Director of Social Work

Assumpta Galang 
Director of College Success & 
Alumni Support

Tai Garcia 
Senior Academic Director,  
Team 1

Caleb Garza 
Academic Director,  
Teams 4 & 5

Mark Gero 
College Access, Success &  
Alumni Support Fellow

Edgardo Gonzalez 
Senior Squash Director,  
Team 1

Monique Hendricks 
Office Manager

Cici Matheny 
Senior Director of College  
Access and Success

Jennifer Ng 
Director of College Success & 
Alumni Support

Clare Parks 
Academic Coordinator,  
Teams 2 & 3

Katiria Sanchez 
Squash Coordinator,  
Teams 4 & 5

Jack Smith 
Squash Coordinator,  
Teams 6 & 7

Julie Warshaw 
Director of Communications  
and Events

Mitch Truwit 
Chairman, StreetSquash Harlem 
Co-CEO Apax Partners

Jonathan Berger 
CEO & CIO 
Birch Grove Capital

Richard Chin 
Head Squash Professional 
Harvard Club of New York

William R. Cline, Jr. 
President and CEO 
Clovis Capital

David Eun 
President 
Global Innovation Center Samsung

Andrew Fink 
President 
Birch Grove Capital

Eddie Fishman 
Managing Director 
D.E. Shaw

Jennifer Gabler 
Founder 
The Refinery

Steve Green 
Chairman & CEO 
SL Green Realty

Jeffrey Horwitz 
Partner 
Proskauer Rose LLP

Peter Kagan 
Managing Director 
Warburg Pincus

Leslie Kimerling 
Co-founder and CEO 
Double Helix LLC

Eric Muller 
Partner 
Goldman Sachs

George Polsky 
Founder & Executive Director 
StreetSquash

Linda Robinson 
Senior Managing Director 
Blackrock

Edward L. Shugrue III 
CEO 
Talmage LLC

Frank Stella 
Artist

Rodd Evonsky 
Treasurer

BOARD

STAFF
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BOARD

STAFF
Individual Contributions

Foundations

Corporations

In-Kind Donations

Operating Income

Government

Program

Fundraising

Management & 
General

TOTAL:  $3,097,241TOTAL:  $3,099,758

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITY  2015 - 2016 2014 - 2015
   (unofficial) (official) 

REVENUE AND SUPPORT    

Individual Contributions  $1,845,758 $1,908,889

Foundations  $614,500 $627,250

Corporations  $405,000 $362,000

Operating Income  $62,500 $77,500

In-Kind Donations  $160,000 $92,580

Government  $12,000 $12,000

Total Revenues  $3,099,758 $3,080,219

   

EXPENSES    

Program Services   $2,314,586 $1,969,675

Management + General   $676,530 $603,454

Fundraising  $106,125 $92,198

TOTAL EXPENSES   $3,097,241 $2,665,327

 60% 75%
20%

13%
22%

3.5%
3%

2%
 .5%

2015 -  2016 REVENUE 2015 -  2016 EXPENSES

NOTE: StreetSquash's Management & General expense category reflect costs associated with owning our own facility, the SL Green StreetSquash Center. 
While this category remains relatively high due to these expenses, we are confident that the ability to operate all of our programs out of this facility enhances the 
quality of our program immeasurably. Further, owning our own facility allows us to mitigate our program costs by avoiding rental costs, which can be quite costly.

FINANCIALS
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$100,000 and Above
Anonymous (2)

$50,000 - $99,999
Anonymous
Jonathan and Marjaleena 
Berger
Irving Harris Foundation
Pinkerton Foundation
Stephen L Green/ 
	 SL Green Realty

$25,000 - $49,999
Anonymous
Carl Marks Foundation
Cline Family Foundation
Cyrus Capital Partners LP
Elmezzi Foundation
Andrew and Jodie Fink

Flom Family Foundation
Stephen Freidheim,  
	 Virgin America
Goldman Sachs
Heisman Trophy Trust
Jeffrey Horowitz
Peter and Susannah Kagan/	
	 Warburg Pincus Foundation
Kirkland and Ellis
Scott and Jennifer Mackesy
Eric and Lydia Muller
RBC Capital Markets
Redlich Horwitz Foundation
William Reindel, Fried Frank
Jim and Linda Robinson
Ropes & Gray LLP
Ryerson Symons, Simpson 	
	 Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Allison and David Sachs

Jonathan Schaffzin, Cahill, 	
	 Gordon & Reindel LLP
Edward and Greta Shugrue III
TD Securities
Theodore Luce Charitable Trust
Mitch and Jody Truwit/ 
	 Apax Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
Bank of America
Anonymous (2)
Craig Broderick
R. Duke Buchan III
BTIG, LLC
Michael Ehrlich
Jennifer Gabler
Justin Gmelich
Leslie and Roslyn Goldstein 	
	 Foundation

Grossman Family Foundation
Edward D. Herlihy
Hintz Family Fund
Sandra and Jeffrey Justin
Leslie and Sol Kimerling
Richard and Jane Kresch
Bryan Lawrence
Pete Lyon
Richard Mines/WB Wood
Michael O’Neill
Ottaway Foundation
OXL Foundation
David Perdue
Othon Prounis, Ropes & Gray LLP
Sunny and Abe Rosenberg 	
	 Foundation
Julian Salisbury
Ricky and Mara Sandler
Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP

Neil Simpkins
Tides Foundation
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz
Strauss Zelnick

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
Andrew Bahn
Ball Family Foundation
Caryn Seidman Becker
Robert Bern Foundation
Bulldogs Care Foundation
Columbia Community  
	 Service Foundation
Kevin Driscoll/Jefferies & Co.
David Eun and Rochelle Yu
Hans Flick
Richard Friedman  
	 Family Foundation

Bill and Melinda Gates 	
	 Foundation
Steve Gilbert
Vikas and Sphurthi Goela/	
	 Goldman Sachs Gives
Susannah Gray
Jeffrey Greenip/Jefferies & Co.
Yasser El Halaby/Jefferies & Co.
Douglas Harmon
Brian Hewitt/Jefferies & Co.
Tim and Stephanie Ingrassia
Kathy and Mitchell Jacobson, 	
	 The Jacobson Family 	
	 Foundation
JVZ Foundation
Michael and Anne Kimerling
Rita and Sol Kimerling  
	 Family Fund
Michael Koester
Kotler Family Foundation

FOR THE INDIVIDUALS, FOUNDATIONS AND CORPORATIONS WHOSE GENEROSITY MAKE OUR WORK POSSIBLE. 
The following amounts reflect donations made in FY16, September 1, 2015 - August 31, 2016.

WE ARE GRATEFUL

Union Club team at the 2016 StreetSquash Cup, led by Board Members  
Ed Shugrue and Andrew Fink.

StreetSquash Board Member, Jennifer Gabler, with Kiran, StreetSquash 
Class of 2017.

StreetSquash alumnus, Hakeem Elliot, NYU ‘17, with StreetSquash staff 
member Sasha Diamond-Lenow, and StreetSquash YLC Co-Chair &  
Executive Board Member, Charlene Neo.
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Alex Kwit
Jonathan Lavine
John Lyons
Mina and Ed Mitby
John J. Moon Charitable Fund
Morgan Stanley Foundation
Rahul Nayar
Alex Pellegrini
William and Candace Platt
Purnima Puri and  
	 Richard Barrera
Retinal Consultants of Arizona
James H. Reynolds
Douglas Schoen 
The Scott Family Fund
Eric and Tracy Semler
Gaurav and Elizabeth Seth
William and Heather Vrattos
Butch Weaver, Oreg Foundation
James Zelter

$2,500 - $4,999
Anonymous
Vivek Bantwal
Children’s Hope India, Inc.
Scott Cragg
Stephan Cretier
Bradbury Dyer Foundation
David and Ingrid Ellen
John Emery
Daniel Entwistle
Marc Hanrahan
Hodges Family Foundation
Roger Kass
Neil Koenig
Eberstadt Kuffner Fund
Adrian Jones
Peter Lasusa
Andrea Lee
Andrew Mathias
Timothy Mayhew
R. K. Mellon Family Foundation
Peter Morse
Ryan O’Connell

Perkins Hunter Foundation
David Robbins
Grant Rogers
Alfred La Rosa
Devera and Michael Witkin
Women’s Sports Foundation
Bill Zabel
Joe Zupan

$1,000 - $2,499
J. Dinsmore Adams Jr.
Anonymous (2)
ASC Advisors LLC
Neil Ash
Christopher and Kelly Barnett
Nicolas Barquin
Spencer Brog
James Cha
Jason Chapnik
Rodney Cohen
William Combs
Charles Conroy
Brahm Cramer

C. S. Craig Family Foundation
Abigail Darby/Goldman  
	 Sachs Gives
Lisa Donahue
William Douglass III
Edgeline Capital
Kenneth Esterow
Alexander Evans and  
	 Christina Ohly
Rodd Evonsky
Paddy and Martha Farrell
Elizabeth Fascitelli
Lori and Mark Fife Foundation
Michael Finkelstein/ 
	 MLF Insurance
Howard Fuchs
Rachel Gavin
Janice Gewirtz
Scott and Laura Gewirtz
Give Back Foundation
Edward Glassmeyer
Andrew Greenspan 
Alex Golten
Andrew Goodwin

Kathy and Al Gordon Fund
Chris Hanson
Neil Helman
Christian Henze
Philip Hofmann
Richard Hogan
Jill Kargman
George Kellner
The Kelly Family
Charles and Esther Kimerling 	
	 Foundation
Jeffrey and Donna Laikind
Tom Lawrence
Sarah Lederman
Greg Lee
David Lehman
Ros and Fran L’Esperance
Robert Lusardi
Brian Margolis
Alane McNulty
Bruce and Julie Menin
Edward and Janet Miller
John Moon

Jennifer New
Drew Patterson
Julia Pershan
Betsey Pick
Rich Pinola
John Pouschine
Chandler Reedy
Eric Roberts
Eric Rosand
Mitchell Rubin
Raphael Russo
Joseph Sambuco
Savanna Investment 	
	 Management
Ted Schweitzer
Joel Scroggins
Sharon and Don Siegel
Jeff Stanley Sr.
Steven Starker
Eleanor Sterne
John Stewart
Savills Studley, Inc.
Steve Sweeting and  
	 Kate Dunham

WE ARE GRATEFUL

George with StreetSquash alumnus, Raheem Logan, Wesleyan ‘16, and 
Chairman of the Board, Mitch Truwit. 

StreetSquash alumna, Rakey Drammeh, Bates ‘14, with 
StreetSquash Board Member, Leslie Kimerling. 

Ron Kamdem, YLC Co-Chair & Executive Board Member, Alexander Ma, YLC Executive Board Member, 
Jazmin Matos, StreetSquash alumna,  Franklin & Marshall ‘16, Chandler Lusardi, StreetSquash YLC 
Executive Board Member, and Julie Warshaw, StreetSquash staff member & YLC liaison.
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W. Scott Trachsel
Bill and Margie Ughetta
Anders Wahlstedt
Alan and Beth Waldenberg
Wechsler Foundation
Theodore and Renee Weiler
Abigail Wexner
Peter and Wendy Wright
Scott Wilson & Andrea de 	
	 Cholnoky Charitable Fund
Sara Zablotney
Anne Zahner
Adam Zimbler
Mortimer Zuckerman

$500 - $999
Jonathan Allen
Edward An
Anonymous (3)
Matthew Andrews
Apfelbaum Family Foundation
Bright Funds Foundation
Muffie Potter Aston
Jade Bae
Brad & Nancy Benjamin
Christopher Bennett
Peter de Boer
Margaret Braff
Alan Bowser and  
	 Sarah Matthews
Paul Caseiras
Richard Chin
Mayling Chin-Chu
Tamara Christian
Mayling Chu
Eunu Chun
Betsy Cohen
Jack Daly
Shilpa and Shailesh Deshpande
Anne DeSilva

Marianne Dolan
John Dowling, Boast
Sophie and Charles Dowling
Justin Doyle
Karen Elizaaga
Charles Fenwick
Patrick Gallagher
Norman Gavin
Alan Gerstein
Glenn Gibson
Romi Gottfrid
James Green
Leo Greenberg
Lydia Hao
Patricia Hockler
Robert Hoffman
Ellen Horing
Robert Horne
Rick and Eileen Huang
Mian Husain
Roy Judelson
Eyal Kaplan
Jaishri Kapoor
Srinivas Kaushik
Joe Kazemi
Michael Kempner
Kaveh Khosrowshahi
Karen Kim
Michael Kim
Stephen King
Eric Kogan
Joshua Korff
Brian Krisberg
Tyler Kyle
Tony Lee
Carol & Jonathan Lieber
Jason Lieberman
Julie  Ma
Isabelle Trapnell Marino

Cramer Rosenthal McGlynn
Nikhil Mehra
Jonathan Meltzer
Charlette Mimiasie
Evelyn Morrow
Ridaa Murad
John Musto
Edward and Gloria Nelson
Charlene Neo
Richard Nesson and  
	 Barbara Lucas
Josh Overbay
Manish Pandit
Charles Parkhurst
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton  
	 & Garrison LLP
Bradford Peck
James Penrose
Arnold Phatraprasit
Browning Platt
Douglas Poling
Paul Prager
Marta Radzyminski
Yosef Riemer
Roskind Family Foundation
Michael Silver
Silver Mountain Foundation
	 for the Arts
Rick Smith
Brian Steinwurtzel
Jacques Theriot
Christopher Tom
Martin Vulliez
Peter and Karen Warshaw
William and Holly Warshaw
Eric Wechsler
Jeffrey Weiss
Ted and Betsy Wheeler
Michael and Barbara 	
	 Zimmerman

$250 - $499
Linda Alziari 
Anonymous (3)
Sara Ayres
Paul Bitler
James Bragg
Eliza Calihan
William Cheng
Jun Choi
Paul Chong
Citigroup
Brendan Contant
J. D. Cregan
Elizabeth Cribbs
Felix Cua
Liam Culman
Jason Dillow
Jonathan Edwards
David Ellis
Chris Fennell
Michael Ferreira
Jeremy Fraiberg
Jason Friedman
Sydney Friedman
Kevin Galligan
Laura Garner
The Gibbon Family
Alan Goldberg
Barbara and Oliver Goldstein
Peter Goodstein
Susan Gorgi
Susan Grell
Edmund Hajim
Anna and Jimmy Hallac
Adam Hinman
Douglas Holtz
Richard Horowitz
In Seon Hwang
J. Bruce Irving

Diron Jebejian
Ronald Kamdem
Jerome Kapelus
Joyce Kramer
John Krayacich
Michael Leader
James Leonard
Mark and Traci Lerner
Michael Lerner
Jan Linhart
Timothy Luke
Andrew Malik
Laura Marone
Edward Marshall
Jackson Marvel
Paul Marvin
Elizabeth Matheny
Greg Maxon
Mary J Childs-Mayer
Matthew McAndrew
Susan and Tom McCabe
Robb Merritt
David Mills
Chris Mitrano
John Nelson
Domingo Nuñez
Justin and Denielle Nuñez
Chris O’Connor
Simon Ok
Virginia Osborne
Bart Osman
William Osnato
Lorraine Palumbo
Martin Pechter
Whitney Quillen
George Relyea
Jim Sachs
Lois and Arthur Sachs
Scott Scher

Polly Scott
Daniel Shannon
Dwaight and Sue Sipprelle
Rick Smith
Teddy Tawil
Paul Tendler
Bradley Tolkin
Penny Turtel
Sydney Tyson
Arnold and Roberta Ursaner
Anu Venkataraman
Schuyler Winter
Drew and Charlotte Warshaw
J. Stephen Worth
Ken and Jan Wyman
Zach Young
Aaron Zimmerman
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40 West 116th Street 
New York, New York 10026

P: 212.289.4838 • F: 212.996.3219
www.streetsquash.org 

AN URBAN YOUTH ENRICHMENT PROGRAM


